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resources

VAEAI - Victorian Aboriginal Education Association Incorporated
[bookmark: KooriePerspectivesBulletin]This link will provide you with ideas on how to put Aboriginal Perspectives into the curriculum by accessing the VAEAI calendar, Tucker bag classroom resources and early years resource documents.  You can also access the Protocols document that is to be used in conjunction with the VCAA Curriculum F-10 Aboriginal Perspectives. We also encourage you to sign up to receive the Koorie Perspectives in Curriculum Bulletin. 
http://www.vaeai.org.au/     


VCAA Curriculum F-10 Aboriginal Perspectives
The VCAA curriculum contains content descriptions that explicitly include references to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures, plus content descriptions whose elaborations also make explicit references. Teachers can take the opportunity to explore these elaborations further as they highlight a range of approaches that could be used in the classroom to teach Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures. 
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/static/docs/Learning%20about%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20histories%20and%20cultures.pdf  


[bookmark: _Hlk66445863]Marrung - Aboriginal Education Plan 2016-2026
A strategy to ensure that all Koorie Victorians achieve their learning aspirations and realise the full benefits of the Education State reforms across early childhood, schools and further education.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/marrung.aspx


Individual Education Plans & Student Support Group Meetings
This outlines the requirements of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) and Student Support Group Meeting (SSG)
Individual Education Plans (IEPs): Policy | education.vic.gov.au 
Student Support Groups: Policy | education.vic.gov.au 





Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO)

This page provides an overview of the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes.  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/FISO.aspx



Koorie English Online
These modules have been developed for teachers in early childhood, primary and secondary school settings. They aim to promote awareness about Koorie English and associated teaching strategies to help strengthen literacy outcomes for Koorie English speakers. The modules have drawn heavily from the Koorie English Teacher Guidance Package .
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/Pages/introduction-koorie-english-online.aspx 


LANGUAGES & MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION RESOURCE CENTRE
The LMERC collection is strong across the domains in the area of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and culture. Examples include an extensive collection of picture books by Aboriginal authors, multiple copies of the Dreamtime stories, and many other resources that reflect Indigenous perspectives across the curriculum.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/lmerc.aspx?Redirect=1    




Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education: Resources for pre-service teachers
The Respect Relationships Reconciliation (3Rs) study resources are designed to support teacher educators incorporate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content in initial teacher education (ITE) courses.
 https://rrr.edu.au/   

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mathematics Alliance
ATSIMA is an Indigenous led, non-profit, member-based group representing organisations, communities, institutes, and individuals around Australia. We aim to inspire, promote, and support improved mathematics outcomes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.
https://atsimanational.ning.com/about
 

Welcome to Country and Acknowledgment of Country
Access the mapping tool to see if the Traditional Owners have been formally recognised.
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/welcome-country-and-acknowledgement-traditional-owners

Department of Education and Training guide to Welcome to Country and Acknowledgment of Country.
Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners and Welcome to Country in Schools : Policy | education.vic.gov.au

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Flag
Information on the flag history and usage.
https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/indigenous-australian-flags   


Acknowledgment Plaque Order Form
https://antar.org.au/shop/acknowledgement/acknowledgement   
https://www.kinyalerrk.com.au/


Map of Indigenous Australia
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia  



Wurundjeri Tribe Council
Contact the Wurundjeri Tribe Council following the below links.
https://www.wurundjeri.com.au/
https://wurundjericulturaltours.com.au/  
 

Koorie Heritage Trust
The Koorie Heritage Trust is a 30-year-old Aboriginal owned and managed not‐for‐profit organisation that supports, promotes and celebrates the living culture of the Indigenous peoples of south-east Australia. 
http://koorieheritagetrust.com.au/koorie-family-history-service/

Healesville Sanctuary Resources
Dreaming the Indigenous Way
Explore Dreaming Stories the Wurundjeri Seasonal Calendar and Traditional Games.



Kulin Seasons
A resource explaining the seasons.
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/longform/forest-secrets/


The Aboriginal History of Yarra
This website was created by Yarra City Council as a free online resource. It is by no means a comprehensive history, but rather, it seeks to highlight some key events in the settlement of Melbourne / Yarra. Access free teacher resources on this site.
https://aboriginalhistoryofyarra.com.au/


SBS First Australians
First Australians chronicles the birth of contemporary Australia as never told before, from the perspective of its first people. First Australians explores what unfolds when the oldest living culture in the world is overrun by the world's greatest empire.
http://www.sbs.com.au/firstaustralians/    


Yulunga Sporting Resource
 Traditional Indigenous Games is an activity resource of over 100 traditional Indigenous Australian games.
https://www.sportingschools.gov.au/resources-and-pd/schools/yulunga  


The Dreaming Series
The Dreaming is an award-winning animation series recommended by educational institutions throughout Australia and is widely used as a teaching resource for across the curriculum studies in schools and learning institutions in each State and Territory for years 1-10. 
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/our-publications/research-practice-series/research-practice-series-index/2016-issues/dreaming-stories-springboard-learning/

Creative Spirits
A listing of Aboriginal mobile apps that help you experience culture, explore stories or learn an Aboriginal language.
https://www.creativespirits.info/resources/apps/  




Yarn Strong Sista
They provide relevant resources and books that assist parents, teachers and organisations to acknowledge and celebrate Aboriginal Ways of Being.

https://yarnstrongsista.com/about-us-yarn-strong-sista/



Deadly Questions
This is your opportunity to learn about Victoria’s Aboriginal people – their history, culture, connection to place and hopes for the future. It’s anonymous, so don’t be shy. What will you ask?
https://deadlyquestions.vic.gov.au/explore   


Woiwurrung Language Card Resource Kit & Bunjil Book




Healing Foundation
The Healing Foundation is a national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisation that partners with communities to address the ongoing trauma caused by actions like the forced removal of children from their families. Our work helps people create a different future. 
https://healingfoundation.org.au/resources/     


SNAICC
SNAICC is the national non-governmental peak body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. They work for the fulfilment of the rights of our children, in particular to ensure their safety, development and well-being.  They provide resources that can be purchased. 
https://www.snaicc.org.au/ 

Excursion / Incursion options
Healesville Sanctuary https://www.zoo.org.au/healesville  
Koorie Heritage Trust http://koorieheritagetrust.com.au/
Royal Botanic Gardens https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/
Museum Victoria https://museumsvictoria.com.au/discover/filter/culture/indigenousaustralia/ 
Blackburn Lake Sanctuary http://blackburnlakesanctuary.org/      
Cultural Infusion http://culturalinfusion.org.au/schools-programs/popular-programs-indigenous/
Didgeridoo Australia http://didgeridooaustralia.com.au/
Wild Blak Arts http://www.wildblakarts.com.au/  


Key dates
National Apology Day							13th February 
Sorry Day								26th May
Close the Gap								Third Thursday in March
Reconciliation Week                                                                          27th May to 3rd June
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/                
http://www.reconciliationvic.org.au/		    
NAIDOC Week                                                                                  First week of July           
https://www.naidoc.org.au/			 
National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day		4th of August
Indigenous Literacy Day 						First Wednesday in September  
https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/news-events  

Bush Tucker & Indigenous Plants

Dean Stewart 'A-TAEM' Aboriginal Tours and Education Melbourne
Dean is a passionate Wemba Wemba-Wergaia man of Victoria, with over 25 years’ experience creating,    co-ordinating and conducting Cultural Education, tourism, conservation and interpretation programs.
ATAEM@optusnet.com.au

Bush Tucker Workshop with Colin Atkinson 
Colin is an Indigenous Cultural Educator teaching student about bush tucker as well as cooking demonstration. 
Catkinson1986@gmail.com   
Indigenous plant use
A booklet on the medicinal, nutritional and technological use of indigenous plants.
https://nespurban.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Indigenous-plant-use.pdf?fbclid=IwAR12MV4841ZDv3mfoPEWc0m9LUD0cTJte_Ajpo0XnOrNPNRtzzkSTsyxg-A



Local Community Contacts
Mandy Nicholson
Mandy is a Wurundjeri woman, artist, linguist and founder of the Djirri Djirri dance group. Contact Mandy for advice about art, Woi Wurrung language, dance performances, culture and ceremonies.
Bunjils_country@yahoo.com.au

Simone Thomson
Simone is a Wurundjeri and Yorta Yorta woman and accomplished artist.  Simone designed the official netball for Netball Australia’s Indigenous Round in 2020 and has supported several schools with murals.
simonethomsonart@gmail.com

Shane Charles Cultural Consultancy
Shane is a Yorta Yorta man and offers Aboriginal Cultural Immersion Programs, Didgeridoo Performances, Welcome to Country ceremonies, Smoking Ceremonies & Cultural Advice
Moloka65@hotmail.com
0487 203 574

Local Community Organisations
Oonah – Belonging Place - Healesville				 http://hicsa.org.au/
Mullum Mullum Indigenous Gathering Place - Ringwood		 https://www.mmigp.org.au/
VACCA – Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency			 https://www.vacca.org/
Boorndawan Willam Aboriginal Healing Service			 https://www.bwahs.com.au/     
Eastern Health Aboriginal Health Service		 https://www.easternhealth.org.au/site/item/127-aboriginal-health  


Play Mats
Play mats designed by Indigenous Artist Deborah Newenham
Email playtimemarket@bigpond.com
          www.playtimemarket.com.au
Books
Author Bruce Pascoe
Dark Emu
Young Dark Emu – A truer History
Dark Emu in the classroom – Teacher resources for high school Geography
Mrs Whitlam
Fog a Dox

Author Coral Vass & Dub Leffler				Author Rachel Bin Salleh 
Sorry Day							Alfred’s War

Author Jennifer Castles
Say Yes – A story of friendship, fairness and a vote for hope

Author Anita Heiss					Author Titta Secombe & Grace Fielding
Growing up Aboriginal in Australia			Marngrook – The long ago story of Aussie Rules

Author Stan Grant					Author Scott Cane
Talking to my country					First Footprints (also DVD & ABCTV)


Author Aunty Joy Murphy				Author Mick Woiwood
Welcome to Country					Barak vs the Black Hats of Melbourne
WILAM – A Birrarung Story				Paradise Lost-On and around the Great Moorool
Wrath of Myndie

Author Bill Gammage
The Biggest Estate on Earth – How Aborigines made Australia



Author Mt Evelyn History Group
Aborigines in the Yarra Valley and Northern Dandenong 
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The story of Wareen and Mirram... 
 
 
Wareen  and Mirram were two animals 
that had different ways of doing things. 
 
Wareen built a gunyah* so he could 
sleep with a roof over his head and 
Mirram liked to sleep under the stars. 
 
One wintery night there was a very bad 
storm. Mirram asked Wareen if he 
could share his shelter. Wareen re-
fused because he believed Mirram was 
too lazy to build his own. 
 
Hurt and shocked, Mirram threw a large, flat rock at Wareen. It hit Wareen on the 
forehead. 
Wareen who was in great pain, threw a spear at Mirram. The spear stuck in Mir-
ram’s spine and stayed there. 
 
From that day on, Mirram, who loved the wide, open spaces, turned into a Kanga-
roo. 
Wareen, with his flat forehead, became a wombat. 
 
 
 * gunyah is a weatherproof shelter made of timber and bark 
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Why Bulen-bulen, the Lyrebird, speaks many languages… 
 
In the Dreamtime, all animals spoke the same 
language. They all lived happily with one        
another and often gathered together to enjoy 
corroborees. 
 
One day, the mischievous crow started imitating 
all the other animals, saying rude things about 
them. Soon the Platypus, Koala, Eagle, Wombat 
and Frog were all arguing with one another.  
Only the Lyrebird didn’t join in. Instead, the 
Lyrebird tried to stop the other animals from 
shouting at each other. 
 
The spirits were angry about the arguments and decided to punish the animals. 
They took away the language spoken by all the animals and gave each animal a 
language of its own. 
 
But the Lyrebird, who had tried to stop the fight, was given the power to speak to 
them all. 


William Barak 
… was an early Aboriginal artist who drew drawings of the lyrebird.  
William Barak lived on Coranderrk Station in the 1880’s. In the 
early history of the founding of the city of Melbourne, Barak was 
present as a boy at the signing of ‘Batman’s Treaty’. He was a cus-
todian of his land, a storyteller, painter and influential diplomat for 
his people. His illustrations for this program were kindly made 
available by Murrundindi, who is the current  ‘Ngurungaeta’ of the 
Wurundjeri people as Barak was until his death in 1903. 


Superb Lyrebird, Bulen-bulen 
 


The lyrebird lives deep in the mountain gullies of the Central Highlands. Wurundjeri men would travel into 
the forests to gather wood for firesticks and gather up lyrebird feathers to be used to decorate their        
foreheads in ceremony. Europeans also prized the feathers for ladies’ hats and paid Aboriginal people to 
gather the feathers. During their travels to the forest gullies, Aboriginal people would gather feathers for 
trade with Europeans and also harvest pith from the centre of the fronds of the treeferns, replacing the   
extracted pith with a clay ball to protect the plant and ensure its continued growth. 
You can see the Lyrebird at Healesville Sanctuary, hear the sound of its clever mimicry with all the voices of 
the other birds in the forest as well as some man made sounds. In the RACV lyrebird enclosure you can 
spot the male lyrebird with his magnificent tail and sometimes see him displaying his spectacular courtship 
ritual on the earthen mound he makes for his dancing to attract the female.  


The lyrebird gets 
its name from 
the outer feath-
ers which are 
shaped like a 
lyre, an ancient 
musical instru-
ment. These are 
termed ‘lyrate’.  


The ‘filamentaries’ 
are thin strands 
of feathers while 
the ‘median’ 
feathers are the 
unpaired ones in 
the middle of 
the tail. 
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How White Swans came to be black… 
 
In the Dreamtime, swans were large, white birds 
One day, two swans settled on a lagoon owned by the      
eagles. The eagles were annoyed and attacked the swans. 
They tore out the swans’ feathers and carried them into the mountains. 
 
The crows, who didn’t like the eagles, flew in circles 
above the dying swans. As they flew in around, the crows 
dropped their own black feathers down over the naked 
swans to protect them. 
 
The swans, now covered in black feathers, recovered, 
but still carry red blood stains on their bills. 
 
The swan’s white feathers, which were scattered         
everywhere, grew into the white-flowered Christmas 
Bush, the Coranderrk, and their drops of blood became the Scarlet Heath. 
 
 The white flowers of the 


Christmas Bush appear in 
December around Christmas 
time. The plant is called the 
‘Coranderrk’ in Wurundjeri 
language and the name is 
historically important. It is the 
area of land and the commu-
nity of the Wurundjeri people 
from the late 1800’s.  


 


Coranderrk 
 


Coranderrk Aboriginal Reserve was an area of 900 hectares chosen by Aboriginal people and established in 
1863 on fertile land near the Yarra River at the time when Aboriginal people from many areas were forced to 
move out of their traditional lands and into government settlements and missions. William Barak and Simon 
Wonga, two influential Wurundjeri men of the Woiwurrung language group, led the people and helped to make 
the community by the Yarra self sufficient. By the middle of the 1870’s the people on Corranderrk were produc-
ing hops, vegetables, tobacco, dairy products and woven baskets. There was a flourishing bakery, butchery, 
dairy and hop kiln and a school, gardens and pasture for grazing. Descendants of these Wurundjeri people live 
today in the Yarra Valley.  
The Coranderrk is the name now given to a significant area of lowland bushland within Healesville Sanctuary. It 
is a protected environment with many rare and endangered species.  
 


The wedge-tailed 
eagle  is the 
symbol of Bunjil 
the Creator/ 
Ancestor.  Bunjil 
is one of the two 
moieties or 
marriage groups. 
The other is 
Waang the Crow 
or Little raven 


The pink heath is  
Victoria’s state 
floral emblem 
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How the Brush Turkeys created the deserts … 
 
After birds were created, the Brush Turkey felt very sad.  
Unlike other birds, the Brush Turkey had a ‘dumpy’ body and drab plumage. 
Because he was jealous of all the other beautiful birds, the Brush Turkey decided 
to destroy them. He set the forest alight creating a terrible bush fire. 
All the birds of the forest tried to escape by flying towards the ocean. Many were 
so tired by the time they reached the coast, that they dropped, exhausted, into the 
sea. 
The burnt forest never recovered and central Australia became a treeless desert. 
Today the Brush Turkey still has a fiery, red face as a badge of shame. 
 


All the Colours of the Rainbow... 
One Dreamtime story tells how birds were created when a rainbow shattered 
into a million pieces. 
 
Each small piece of the rainbow had its own special colour, shape and size. And 
each piece turned into a beautiful bird that was different from all the others. 
Most of the birds sang with joy as they flew down to earth. They developed beauti-
ful, musical voices which everyone liked to listen to. 
Other birds cried out in fear. Their voices were very rough and hard to listen to. 
The Kookaburra was so happy as he sat watching the birds that he suddenly burst 
into laughter. 
On the ground, the Kangaroos stood up on their 
hind legs to get a better view of the beautiful 
shower of birds. 
Today, the Kookaburra is still laughing and the 
Kangaroos still stand up on their hind legs. 


Did you know,  
   that the brush 


turkey today 
only lives in 
the forests of  
tropical and 
subtropical 
coastal areas 


Kangaroos 
Known as ‘marram’ or ‘kuyim’, the kangaroos provide a good source of 
meat for a whole family group. They can be speared when grazing in the 
cool out on the open plains or driven into nets. Great skill is needed to track 
a kangaroo. The hunters need to use sign language to communicate with 
each other to avoid making a noise that would scare off their prey. 
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How the fish got their names… 
 
A large Frog climbed out of 
the swamp and was sitting on 
the bank when it started to 
rain.  
 
It rained so much that a big 
river was created. The frog 
called the river, Yarra* 
Before long, a big Fish swam 
down the river.  
The frog quickly grabbed the Fish as it passed by and cut it up into many small 
pieces.  
 
The Frog then decided to throw each small piece of fish back into the Yarra and, 
as he did so, he gave each bit a name of its own. 
The first piece he called Blackfish. 
The second piece he called Eel. 
The third piece he called Bream. 
 
Suddenly, the thunder stopped, the lightning cleared, and a rainbow appeared in 
the sky. 
 
The rainbow shone down upon the fourth piece of fish that the Frog was still     
holding in his hand. 
 
The frog stopped to admire the Fish’s beautiful colours before he threw it into the 
Yarra. This Fish he called Rainbow Trout. 
 
Even today, many of the Fish swimming in our rivers still have the names given to 
them by the Frog in the Dreamtime. 
 
*Yarra is a Wurundjeri word meaning ‘eternally flowing’. 
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How the Platypus was created … 


 
Boggoon the Water Rat lived alone and was     
searching the river for a wife. 
 
One day, a little Duck was swimming happily in the 
river when Boggoon jumped out and dragged her 
back into his burrow. 
 
The Duck wasn’t happy living with Boggoon, so one 
afternoon, when he was asleep, she crept out of the 
burrow, waddled quickly into the water and swam 


home. 
 
When nesting time arrived, the 
Duck was very surprised by the ap-
pearance of her new babies. They 
had bills and webbed feet like a duck, four legs instead of two, 
and fur instead of feathers. 
 
Everyone was scared of the strange-looking babies so their 
mother took them far upstream where no-one else could see 
them. 


Did you know, 
that you can 
see both the  
water rat and 
the platypus at 
Healesville 
Sanctuary in 
the Sidney 
Myer World of 
the Platypus 
display. You 
can also view 
ducks in the 
wetlands 


Physiological Features Platypus 
(Monotreme) 


Water Rat 
(Placental mam-
mal) 


Duck (Bird) Carpet  
Python  
(Reptile) 


warmblooded     


furry     


bill     


egg laying     


4 chambered heart     


The Wurundjeri 
word for platy-
pus is dulaiwur-
rong referring 
to its ‘big lips’ 


Platypus — a hoax? 
 
The first specimen of a platypus seen in Britain was a dried skin sent from 
Australia in 1798. It was thought to be a fake, a hoax, stitched together using 
the parts of a mammal and the beak of a duck. 
 
The platypus is grouped with the echidna into the order Monotremata, the egg 
laying mammals. In the following table, the ticks indicate features shared be-
tween  different  species (and classes) of animals. 
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Why the Emu no longer flies … 


 
Emus once flew on huge wings. They were such wonderful fliers that they lived only 
in the    heavens, laying their eggs on the clouds. 
 
One day, an Emu swooped down low and saw some Brolgas dancing. She enjoyed 
their dance so much she landed and asked if she could join in. 
 
The Brolgas, who were jealous of the Emu’s great flying 
ability, tucked their wings in close to their bodies and told 
the Emu that only birds with no wings could dance. 
 
The foolish Emu agreed to have her wings cut off and 
has been unable to fly ever since. 
 
Now the Brolga continues to dance and the Emu has to 
lay her eggs on the ground instead of on the clouds. 


The Emu 
 


The emu, ‘barraimal’ is a bird of the open plains and can 
run very fast. Emus would be expertly stalked and then 
speared using a pliant spear made of hardened wood 
from a eucalypt or tea tree. The hunters could travel up to 
fifteen kilometres in a day searching for game. The hunt-
ers would disguise themselves using branches to look like 
a small tree. The hunter would pause when the emu was 
looking and then advance when the emu was feeding. 
The emu would be stalked and hunted on the plains. A 
large emu could weigh up to sixty kilograms and would 
provide meat and oil. They would be roasted in the ashes.  
A story from the early days is about a ‘Ngurai-illam wur-
rung’ man was out on the plains where there were no 
trees for disguise. He decided to sneak up on the emu 
looking just like a blackened stump or a small burnt tree. 
He held his head close to his left shoulder with his left 
arm raised. And was able to get close enough to spear 
the emu. 
(Eastern Kulin CD) 


The Brolga is 
also called 
the Native 
Companion 
or in Wu-
rundjeri lan-
guage, 
‘guru’. 


The brolga is 
killed with a 
stick, waddy 
or boomer-
ang. They 
weigh about 
eleven kilo-
grams and 
could be 
caught when 
flying low in 
the evening. 
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The Brolga’s Dance 
 
Gurook was the happiest and prettiest girl amongst her people. She was also the 
best dancer. 
 
People came from far away to watch   Gurook dance and many men wanted to 
marry her.  
 
One man who wanted to marry her was Nilum, an evil spirit. The tribal elders would 
not give permission for Nilum to marry Gurook because they did not think he was a 
suitable match for the beautiful dancer.  
 
Because he was not allowed to marry her, Nilum said he would make sure no-one 
else could marry her either. One day when he was travelling in a whirlwind, he 
swept down and blew a cloud of dust around Gurook. When the dust cleared, a tall, 
graceful bird stood in Gurook’s place. 
 
When the people saw the bird, they called out ‘Brolga! Brolga!’ In response, she 
moved towards them. Bowing and dancing. From that day on, those tall, graceful 
birds have been called ‘Brolgas’ and they continue to perform their courtship dance 
even today. 
 


The Brolga 
makes a 
whooping 
trumpeting 
call in flight 
and on the 
ground. It 
sounds like 
the name 
‘Gurook’ 


Brolgas mate for life and the bonding between the male and female is developed with the elaborate court-
ship dance display. The pair trumpet loudly, crouch, flap their wings, stretch upward leap, dance and toss 
grass and sticks. They establish and defend their territory vigorously and both parents build the nest,      
incubate the eggs and care for the baby birds.   
 
Brolgas are found in the south west of Victoria and in the northern irrigation areas. They inhabit shallow 
freshwater marshes and freshwater meadows and in the non-breeding season they feed in pasture and 
among crops. Their diet includes vegetable material, amphibians, molluscs, crustaceans, insects, shrimps, 
occasional small fish and a wide variety of invertebrates. 
 
The status in Victoria is ‘Vulnerable’. Brolgas are threatened by foxes and draining of important wetland 
habitats. 


How to catch a duck 
 


Wurundjeri people used to catch ducks in large nets suspended above a river or a lake... 
 
Several hunters would scare a flock of ducks to make them fly into a net. If the ducks flew too high, 
other hunters waiting in the trees beside the water would whistle like hawks and throw boomerangs 
above the frightened ducks. The ducks would think they were being attacked by hawks and would  
drop low over the water, where they would be caught in the net. 
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Today, Indige-
nous people 
have concerns 
about family, 
social justice, 
education and 
culture, land 
rights and repa-
ration for the 
stolen genera-
tions.  


In the Dream-
time, ancestral 
creatures 
awaken from 
their sleep and 
begin travelling 
and creating 
the features of 
the landscape.  


Aboriginal History 
Aboriginal history is largely oral history. It has been passed down from The Dreamtime or Creation time. Belief 
in The Dreamtime is important as all religious beliefs are in other cultures. The Dreamtime explains the Creation 
of the land and it sets a code of Laws and social rules to live by. This code makes it possible to live on the land 
in harmony with society and in balance with the environment. Through dance, painting, song and story, the tales 
of the ancestors have been passed down in an uninterrupted connection with the Creation Times.  


 
 
 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Aboriginal people of Victoria have a continuous history and culture that extends back to the days of the 
kangaroo plains that stretched between the mainland and Tasmania and also back to the eruption of the      
volcano of Mt Napier.  Aboriginal people have strong ties to particular areas. ‘Homeland’ includes many mean-
ings—hearth, camp,  totemic place, place of worship, birth place, spirit centre, eternal home — and commonly 
expressed as ’country’ with ‘welcome to country’ ceremonies performed by traditional owners and elders before 
many public events. To Aboriginal people, the land is the history book. The Land or ancestral estate is to be 
cared for just as relatives are. 
 
In Australian schools, history books have taught that Australia was ‘discovered’ by Captain James Cook in 1770 
when he sailed up the east coast in ‘The Endeavour’. Even before Europeans sailed to the east coast of        
Australia, Indonesian ships were trading with Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory. During the wet season, 
the Macassans from Ujung Pandang in Indonesia travelled to Arnhem Land to find sea cucumbers to cook on 
the beach and dry and take home. To the Aboriginal people, who have been hunting and harvesting and gaining 
a good living off the land for generations, the Europeans invaded. Aboriginal people have never negotiated a 
treaty with the non-Aboriginal settlers. John Batman with his Treaty of 1835 misinterpreted a traditional cere-
mony called ‘tanderrum’ and the traditional owners assumed they would be guaranteed protection in exchange 
for access to land, food and water.  
 
In 1788, Captain Arthur Phillip arrived with hundreds of English convicts and landed in Sydney Cove. Conflict 
began when Europeans drove Aboriginal people off their productive lands. Aboriginal people were shot,       
poisoned, and they died of unfamiliar diseases such as smallpox, measles, influenza and the effects of alcohol. 
The Eora Aboriginal people of Sydney Cove led by resistance fighter Pemulwuy, fought to protect their lands but 
their spears were powerless against guns. Between 1829 and 1901 the English settlers established laws right 
across Australia. These laws also applied to Aboriginal people. Conflict arose where there was limited access to 
waterholes, language differences, settlement on cleared areas where the sacred sites were invisible to white 
settlers and cattle moved into traditional hunting lands. Native grasses that carried seed for damper were tram-
pled by cattle, settlers hunted for kangaroo and possum, the best land beside rivers were taken over for huts 
and stockyards. Displaced people ran into conflict with other tribal groups. ‘It was their country and the water 
belonged to them, and if it was to be taken away they could not go into another country, for they would be 
killed’ (G.A. Robinson Quoted in Flood p 98) Typically, conflict developed from misunderstandings. 
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Adapted from W H 
Edwards, An intro-
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Timeline 
 
 
 


Years Before 
Present Day 


Aboriginal History 


60,000 years Burial with red ochre on the bones at Lake Mungo in SW NSW dated between 45,000 and 60,000 years ago 


31,000 years Bones and stone tools indicate occupation site at Keilor in Maribyrnong area 


26,000 years  Bones of extinct megafauna such as Diprotodon found with tools in Central Victoria 


22,000 years Rock shelter occupation in Grampians area 


20,000 years At Karadoc Swamp in NW Victoria, mussels were cooked and eaten on the shores 


18,000 years Clogg’s Cave was occupied and bone tools were used for making possum skin cloaks 


17,000 years Mid Ice Age. People living in the Kulin Wetlands near the Maribyrnong River 


13,000 years At Kow Swamp people were buried with ceremony including a headband on kangaroo incisors 


13,000 years Land bridge to Tasmania is flooded 


12,500 years Red kangaroos were eaten in Lake Bolac area of NW Victoria 


12,000 years In Cape Bridgewater region in Western Victoria, rock shelters are occupied 


10,000 years Rock shelters occupied in the Buchan area with cave art and engravings on rock 


9,000 years  Bone fish hooks are used in north western Victoria 


8,000 years  Coastal areas occupied probably earlier as sea levels rise and midden sites are flooded 


5,000 years In Grampians region cave paintings in rock shelters 


4,500 years  Midden sites along the Gippsland coast 


3,000 years Thylacine (Tasmanian Tiger) painted on a cave wall in Mt Pilot region of north-central Victoria 


3,000 years  Stone fish traps used at Lake Condah in western Victoria 


2,500 years Occupation of stone huts in western Victoria 


2,500 years Middens with burials, stone tools, fragments of bone, shellfish, fish and animal remains. 


2,500 years A pet dingo found in a burial in eastern Gippsland 


2,000 years Earth mounds forms from intensive camping in central western Victoria 


2,000 years Greenstone used for stone axes traded from Mt William neat Lancefield traded throughout Victoria  


1,800 years Harvesting grass seed for damper used intensively 


1,500 years Indonesian fishermen visiting Australia’s northern shores for trepang 


1,100 years  Fire used to heat stone for making axes 


1,000 years Coastal middens show evidence of cooking and eating shellfish and fish 


300 years A young woman buried with ceremony with stone tools, feathers, possum skin cloak and emu bones 


5,600 years Tasmania becomes an island 


Timeline adapted from Melbourne Museum, 2001 
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Wurundjeri Seasonal Calendar 
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Traditional Games played by Aboriginal Kids 
 
Cat’s Cradle. Pitjantjatjara kids play a version of Cat’s Cradle using string and telling stories as they make the 
various elaborate patterns. 
 
Football. Marngrook from Gunditjmara language means ‘Game Ball’ and was played with a possum skin ball. 
The ball  is used for throwing and kicking between two gum trees. Marngrook is the original Australian Rules. 
 
Playing Gorri. Boys become adept at throwing spears by using a rolling target. A rounded disc made of bark or 
tin is rolled by one of the boys for the others to throw spears at. The boy rolling the disc stands about fifteen 
metres away from the throwers and calls out ‘gool-gool’ (going going) as he starts the disc rolling. The boy who 
succeeds in spearing the disc takes the place of the ‘bowler’. (Tennis balls can be used instead of spears)  
Teamwork: Two teams can line up as throwers opposite each other at least 10 metres apart. The disc roller then 
calls out ‘gool-gool’ and rolls the disc straight down between the groups at a slow speed. Once the disc has 
been rolled the throwers attempt to throw the balls as if throwing a spear and aim to hit the rolling target. 
Variations:  
• Roll the disc at a faster speed or over rough ground so it bounces and offers a greater challenge.  
• Throwers stand at a greater distance from the target. 
• For one participant: the rolling disc can be pushed along with a ‘spear’ and the player will have to jog to 


keep up with it. This activity improves fitness and co-ordination.  
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Melbourne Zoo Healesville Sanctuary Werribee Open Range Zoo 
Post Office Box 74 Badger Creek Road K Road 
Parkville Vic 3052 Healesville, Vic 3777 Werribee, Vic 3030 
Ph:  61 3 9285 9355 Ph:  61 3 5957 2819 Ph:  61 3 9731 9635 
Fax:   61 3 9285 9340 Fax:  61 3 5957 2873 Fax:   61 3 9731 9644 
 


©  These sheets may be reproduced for teaching purposes. Permission to reproduce them for other pur-
poses may be obtained from the department of Experiences and Learning at Melbourne Zoo. 
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ABN 79 450 431 271

1A Badger Creek Rd

PO Box 597

Healesville Vic 3777

Phone: 5962 2940

Email: admin@hicsa.org.au



Woiwurrung Language Card Resource Kit & The Way Bunjil Flies Book

Order Form:
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Kit includes: 1 X Resource Book, 1 X CD, 45 X Language Cards, 1 X Case

The Way Bunjil Flies – A Dreaming told by Aunty Dot Peters



		Qty

		Product

		Unit Price (X1 Unit)

		Line Total



		

		Woiwurrung Language Card Resource Kit

		$198 inc GST

		



		

		Postage & Handling (per Resource Kit)

		$16.50 inc GST

		



		

		The Way Bunjil Flies Book

		$20 inc GST

		



		

		[bookmark: _GoBack]Postage & Handling (per Book)

		$3.30 inc GST

		



		

		

		TOTAL:

		







Payment Details:

Oonah Health & Community Services Aboriginal Corporation

NAB

BSB: 083 - 672

A/C: 98-955-2519



Invoicing Details



Purchase Order:	______________________________________________________________



Attention:		______________________________________________________________



Organisation:		______________________________________________________________



Address:		______________________________________________________________



Contact: 		____________________________________________________________
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